
Kansas Care Economy
October 19, 2023

Misty L. Heggeness
Associate Research Scientist, IPSR

Associate Professor of Public Affairs and Economics, SPAA
Co-Director, Kansas Population Center

University of Kansas

My new book: Swiftynomics: Women in Today's Economy (UC Press, 2025)





What is a Care Economy?



The Care Economy is Heavily Subsidized by 
Family Caregivers in the Home…

When society relies 
heavily on informal care 
by family members 
alone, we limit the 
potential to maximize 
economic activity outside 
the home.
 

Overall economic 
wellbeing of the home is 
restricted….and economic 
growth suffers.



Work for pay often gets disrupted in Kansas because of 
a lack of structural supports for caregivers…



Almost one-third 
(31%) of individuals 
are under age 19 or 
over age 75.



Care Economy in Kansas: The Household
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Source: Author’s calculations using 2021 data from the 5-year American Community Survey (ACS), ipums.org

Intergenerational 
households are 
twice as likely to 
reside off-farms 
today compared 
to families living 
on farms.



Grandparents as Nannies

• In Kansas, 44,062 individuals 
living with their own 
grandchildren in the home.

• Of those, 19,005 are the adult 
primarily responsible for the 
child.

Time Spent 
Under Care

Number (%)

< 60 months 1,394 7.33

6 to 11 months 1,878 9.88

1 to 2 years 3,954 20.81

3 to 4 years 3,382 17.80

5 or more years 8,397 44.18

Total 19,005 100.00



Prime-Age Parents Employment Status: 
Spouse Works
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Source: Author’s calculations using 2021 data from the 5-year American Community Survey (ACS), ipums.org

Almost 28,000 prime-age mothers of kids under 5 (30.7%) and of kids 
age5-17 (20.6%) are not active in the labor force.

Unemployment 
Rate in Kansas: 

2.5%



Prime-Age Parents Employment Status: 
No Spouse in the Home
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Annual Cost of Formal Childcare in Kansas

Lower Bound Upper Bound

Infants $5,068 $12,333

Toddlers $4,297 $11,874

Preschool-Age Children $4,297 $8,489

School-Age Children $2,650 $8,489

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, 2023

Median Household Income: $64,521

Gross Earnings Fulltime, Year-Round 
Minimum Wage Job: $15,131

Percent (%) of Median HH Income:
Infant Care: 8%-19%
Toddler Care: 7%-18%
Preschool Care: 7%-13%
School-Age Care: 4%-13%



Childcare Programs in Kansas

Source: Childcare Aware of Kansas, 2023

The number of 
childcare programs 
have decreased by 

9% since 2019.

Mostly due to 
decreases in 

licensed childcare 
programs.









• We stifle economic growth in the state 
when we rely on beliefs that:
• Take informal care for granted
• Assume care is a personal, individual 

issue

• Investments in the care economy have 
proven to have some of the highest 
returns.
• If you don’t want to do it for others, do it 

for yourself and your own family – who 
will benefit from the investment by:
• decreases in the cost to society of social 

welfare take up and crime-related costs
• Increases in high school graduation, college 

matriculation, and local area economic 
development.

• Increases in women’s fertility rates and 
labor force participation.

Nobel Prize Winning Economist, James Heckman, 
University of Chicago, has shown consistent 
evidence that $1 invested in early childhood yields 
a return anywhere from $4 to $16 back to society.




